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four   out   of   those   five   moths   were   healthyT

Pasteur looked forward to the study in com-
parisons that the following spring would bring
when worms were hatched both from the healthy
and the diseased seed. In the meanwhile, only a
few of the Alaisians, including M. Pages, the
Mayor, and M. de Lachadenede, really felt any
confidence in these results. Most of the other silk-
worm cultivators were disposed to criticize every-
thing, without having the patience to wait for
results. They expressed much regret that the
Government should choose a "mere chemist" for
those investigations instead of some zoologist or
silkworm cultivator. Pasteur only said, "Have
patience."

What he most wished was to be able to watch
the growth of the silkworms from the very first
day, and to pursue without interruption this
serious study in which the future of France was
interested. That, and the desire to have one day a
laboratory adequate to the magnitude of his
works were his only ambitions. On his return to
Paris he obtained leave to go back to Alais.

"My dear Raulin," wrote Pasteur to his
former pupil in January, 1866. "I am again en-
trusted by the Minister of Agriculture with a
mission for the study of silkworm disease, which
will last at least five months, from February 1
to the end of June. Would you care to join me?"

Raulin excused himself; he was then prepar-